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One of the most effective, long term approaches to stimulating business sectors 

includes creating hubs where technology and research intersect. For example, The Los 

Angeles Biomedical Research Institute located at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center near 

Carson is one of the nation’s leading non-profit biomedical research institutes with a 

mission to establish and attract biomedical companies to the campus and surrounding 

area. 

 

In an increasingly competitive world where technology and education determine career 

opportunities, Chairman Ridley-Thomas stressed the importance of adult work force 

development and early childhood education, such as funding for pre-school age 

educational programs like First Five Los Angeles’ Early Childhood Education, investing 

in public libraries such as the newly built East Rancho Dominguez library and making 

sure that adult work force training dollars are spent on programs with an effective track 

record. Another notable education program that has been implemented is the Children’s 

Defense Fund Freedom School program which is curriculum based and focuses on 

improving reading skills, building self-esteem and a love of learning. Several schools 

throughout the Second District participated in the Freedom Schools program this 

summer, in addition to a new 5-week pilot program at two Los Angeles County Juvenile 

Probation camps. 

 

The Chairman also stressed the importance of assisting small businesses, such as the 

Small Business Loss Mitigation Program currently under consideration by the 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority to help small businesses in the Park Mesa 

Heights corridor that will be affected by the upcoming light rail line construction.   
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